ARTICLE II.  STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING


DIVISION 1.  GENERALLY


Sec. 11-16.  Prohibited in specified places; exceptions.

(a)   Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with law or the directions of a police officer or official traffic-control device, no person shall:

(1)   Stop, stand or park a vehicle:

a.   On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street.

b.   On a sidewalk.

c.   Within an intersection.

d.   On a crosswalk.

e.   Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty (30) feet of points on the curb immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless a different length is indicated by signs or markings.

f.   Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when stopping, standing or parking would obstruct traffic.

g.   Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or within a highway tunnel.

h.   On any railroad tracks.

i.   On any controlled-access highway.

j.   In the area between roadways of a divided highway, including crossovers.

k.   At any place where official traffic-control devices prohibited stopping.

l.   In a marked fire lane on any public or private street, road or parking area.

(2)   Stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge passengers:

a.   In front of a public or private driveway.

b.   Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant.

c.   Within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk at an intersection.

d.   Within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any flashing signal, stop sign, yield sign or traffic-control signal located at the side of a roadway.

e.   Within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a street opposite to any fire station within seventy-five (75) feet of the entrance when properly signposted.

f.   At any place where official traffic-control devices prohibit standing.

(3)   Park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading property or passengers;

a.   Within fifty (50) feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing.

b.   At any place where official traffic-control devices prohibit parking.

(b)   No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under his control into any such prohibited area or away from a curb such a distance as is unlawful.

(Ord. No. 1987-27, 5-14-87)

State law reference--Similar provisions, S.C. Code 1976, § 56-5-2530.


Sec. 11-17.  Parking prohibited for certain purposes.

No person shall stand or park a vehicle in such manner as to create a public or private nuisance upon any roadway for the purpose of:

(1)   Displaying it for sale.

(2)   Advertising of any nature whatsoever.

(3)   Washing, greasing, repairing such vehicle except repairs necessitated by an emergency.


Sec. 11-18.  Restricted to right side of street; exception.

Vehicles shall park on the right side of the street except where regulations restrict parking to one side only.


Sec. 11-19.  Distance from curb required; angle parking.

No person shall stand or park a vehicle in a roadway, other than parallel with the edge of the roadway, and with the curb side wheels of the vehicle within one foot of the edge of the roadway, except that upon those streets which have been marked or signed for angle parking, vehicles shall be parked at an angle to the curb indicated by such mark or signs.


Sec. 11-20.  Parking within lines indicating parking space.

Whenever lines have been painted to indicate parking spaces, vehicles shall be parked entirely within those lines.


Sec. 11-21.  Parking for more than one day.

No person shall park a vehicle on any street for a period longer than twenty-four (24) hours.


Sec. 11-22.  Unattached trailers.

No person shall park a trailer or allow the same to stand at any point upon any street unless the motor vehicle unit is at all times attached to such trailer.


Sec. 11-23.  Minimum width of roadway required to be free of traffic.

No person shall stop, stand or park any vehicle upon a street in such a manner as to leave available less than ten (10) feet of the width of the roadway for the free movement of vehicular traffic, except that a driver shall stop when necessary in obedience to traffic regulations or traffic signs or signals or a police officer.


Sec. 11-24.  Animals and animal-drawn vehicles.

No animal or animal-drawn vehicle shall be parked unattended upon any street.

Cross reference--Animals and fowl, Ch. 4.


Sec. 11-25.  Passenger zones and loading zones.

(a)   No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle for any purpose or period of time other than for the expeditious loading or unloading of passengers in any place marked as a passenger zone.

(b)   No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle for any purpose or length of time other than for the expeditious unloading and delivery or pickup, and loading of materials in any place marked as a loading zone during hours when the provisions applicable to loading zones are in effect. In no case shall the stop for loading and unloading of materials exceed thirty (30) minutes.


Sec. 11-26.  Loading and unloading passengers.

No operator of a vehicle shall load or unload passengers, except when the vehicle is stopped at the curb, and only then when such movement can be made with safety.


Sec. 11-27.  Running engines or other equipment while stopped or standing on street.

No person shall allow the engine or other mechanical equipment on a motor vehicle stopped or standing on a public street to continue to operate longer than five (5) minutes, unless movement of such vehicle is prevented by traffic control signals or is physically blocked by other vehicles.


Sec. 11-28.  Bus stops and taxicab stands.

(a)   The driver of a bus or taxicab shall not stand or park upon any street at any place other than at a bus stop, or taxicab stand respectively, except that this provision shall not prevent the driver of any such vehicle from temporarily stopping in accordance with other stopping or parking regulations for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading passengers.

(b)   No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle other than a bus in a bus stop, or other than a taxi cab in a taxi cab stand when any such stop or stand has been officially designated and appropriately signed, except that driver of a passenger vehicle may temporarily stop therein, for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading passengers, when such stopping does not interfere with any bus or taxi cab waiting in order to enter or about to enter such zone.


Sec. 11-29.  Unattended motor vehicle.

No person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to stand unattended without first stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the key and effectively setting the brake thereon and, when standing upon any grade, turning the front wheels to the curb or the side of the highway.


Sec. 11-29.1.  Obstructing access to streetside mailboxes and newspaper receptacles.

No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle in a public street or right-of-way so as to block, obstruct or otherwise interfere with access by delivery vehicles to streetside mailboxes or newspaper receptacles.

(Ord. No. 1993-3, 1-28-93)

Editor's note:  Ordinance No. 1993-3, adopted Jan. 28, 1993, amended this Code by the addition of a § 11-29. Inasmuch as provisions designated as § 11-29 already existed in this Code, new provisions have been included herein as § 11-29.1 at the editor's discretion.  


Sec. 11-30.  Parking on parade route.

(a)   The chief of police or his representative shall have the authority, when reasonably necessary, to prohibit or restrict parking of vehicles along a street or part thereof constituting a part of the route of the parade.

(b)   The chief of police or his representative shall post signs to such effect, and it shall be unlawful for any person to park or leave unattended any vehicle in violation thereof.

Cross reference--Parades, demonstrations and picketing, § 17-31 et seq.

State law reference--Similar provisions, S.C. Code 1976, § 56-5-2570.


Sec. 11-31.  Handicapped parking.

(a)   It shall be unlawful to park any vehicle in a parking place on a public street or private road or parking area which is clearly designated for handicapped persons unless the vehicle bears the distinguishing license plate or placard provided in Section 56-3-1960 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina for 1976, as amended.

(b)   It shall be unlawful for any person who is not handicapped or who is not transporting a handicapped person to exercise the parking privileges granted handicapped persons pursuant to this section.

(c)   Any person violating the provision of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than three hundred dollars ($300.00) or imprisoned for not more than thirty (30) days for each offense.

(Ord. No. 1993-31, 10-14-93)


Sec. 11-32.  Powers of city regarding streets and highways within its jurisdiction; procedure for creation.

(a)   In the reasonable exercise of its police power with regard to streets and highways within the municipality, the city shall have the right, subject to state law, to:

(1)   Regulate the standing or parking of vehicles;

(2)   Regulate traffic by means of police officers or traffic-control signs;

(3)   Regulate or prohibit the turning of vehicles or specified types of vehicles at intersections;

(4)   Adopt such other traffic regulations or provide for traffic-control devices authorized by state law.

(b)   Upon the recommendation of the chief of police, with the concurrence of the public works director, the mayor is authorized to enact the necessary procedures to accomplish the items in subsection (a) of this section.

(Ord. No. 1990-6, 2-22-90)


Sec. 11-33.  Parking heavy vehicles on city streets prohibited.

(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to park or leave unattended any truck or tractor trailer unit of over two ton capacity on any portion of a street located within districts zoned R-1, R-2, or R-3 within the city.

(b)   For the purpose of this section, "any street" shall include but not be limited to the entire width between boundary lines of every way publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for use of vehicular travel, and sidewalks and tree zones bordering such streets and belonging to the city and/or dedicated to public use. "Tractor trailer unit" shall encompass the entire unit or the tractor alone or the trailer alone.

(c)   Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or otherwise limit the loading and unloading of trucks, nor shall the prohibitions herein pertain to emergency stops and parking.

(Ord. No. 1993-32, 10-14-93)

Secs. 11-34--11-40.  Reserved.


DIVISION 2.  ENFORCEMENT*


__________

*Cross references:  Administration, Ch. 2.  


__________


Sec. 11-41.  Issuance of parking citations.

A police officer or other city employee designated by the chief of police finding any vehicle parked, standing or stopped in violation of any city ordinance or state law may, in lieu of immediately issuing a summons to its owner or driver, affix in a conspicuous place on said vehicle a parking citation requiring the owner or driver to post a specified bond within forty-eight (48) hours at a specified location within the city; nothing in this section shall confer upon city employees assigned the duty of enforcing the provisions of this article, who are not sworn peace officers, the power of arrest.

(Ord. No. 1984-52, 10-11-84)


Sec. 11-42.  Consequences of failure to comply with parking citations.

The parking citation authorized by section 11-41 shall contain a warning that if the bond required by the citation is not posted within forty-eight (48) hours, it shall be increased by an additional specified amount and that failure to comply with the requirements of the parking citation shall result in the issuance of a summons from the courts.


Sec. 11-43.  Restrictions on solicitation of cancellation of parking citation.

No person shall cancel or solicit the cancellation of any parking citation. The judge or associate judge of the municipal court shall have sole authority to void or dismiss any parking citations, after the merits of the case have been heard.


Sec. 11-44.  Impounding unoccupied and unattended vehicles.

Unoccupied and unattended vehicles found violating the terms of this chapter may be removed and impounded by any police officer and claimed by the duly identified owner thereof only upon payment of cost of towing and all parking fines.


Sec. 11-45.  Owner's responsibility for illegal parking.

No person shall allow, permit or suffer any vehicle registered in his name to stand or park in any street in the city in violation of this chapter and other ordinances of the city regulating the stopping, standing or parking of vehicles.

