DESIGN GUIDELINES
for The Ponds







Proportions and Massing
Homes should display massing that is proportional to the overall scale of the
home and homesite. Homes should relate to the human scale and present a“front”

to the street.

Building Height
The maximum height of any structure is 35" above finished grade. Additionally, the
finished first floor height shall be no lower than 30” above finished grade.

Exterior Building Materials

Building walls may be clad in horizontal wood siding, cedar shake or cementitious
lap siding with a 5” minimum exposure and 7" maximum exposure. Brick and
concrete stucco are acceptable, but no synthetic stucco is allowed. Any house using
brick should be brick on all sides. In general, oversized brick will not be accepted.
A projecting water table to grade is preferred for all masonry walls. Brick samples
must be submitted to the DRB for approval prior to construction. In certain
applications, combinations of exterior materials may be permitted on the basis of
architectural merit for a single residence. Trim is preferred to be painted or stained
pressure-treated wood or cementitious material. Vinyl siding or gutters will not
be permitted, nor will aluminum siding. Vinyl or aluminum eaves, soffits, fascias,

cornices and porch ceilings are permitted.

Colors
Exterior color, including brick, foundation, wall, trim and floor colors, must be selected
based on historical Lowcountry precedence and submitted to the DRB prior to

painting, Selected preapproved color combinations are available from the DRB.

Roofs

Roofing materials may include metal panel, standing seam metal, slate, synthetic
slate, architectural grade shingles or copper. Primary and secondary structure
roofing should be consistent. Roof shapes between the primary and secondary
structures should be complementary of one another. Shed dormers shall have a
minimum pitch of 3:12. The minimum slope of any secondary roof should be 3:12;
however, lower slopes may be considered. Roof type and color samples must be

submitted to the DRB prior to construction.

Foundation

All homes shall be on a raised foundation. Foundations must be finished in brick,
stucco ot tabby. Foundation vents are to be made of horizontal or vertical wooden
louvers or 1” X 1” rips in a lattice pattern. Decorative iron vents may also be
considered. Any home with a foundation wall higher than 5" above grade shall be

considered a raised home. Such raised home plans are not permitted in The Ponds.




ELEMENTS of
APPROPRIATE

HOME DESIGN

Porches

Wood and iron balusters and rails, as well
as wood and brick steps and decking, are
acceptable porch materials. All wood
handrails and pickets should be painted
to complement the house. All screened
porches are to have the screen installed
behind handrails. Columns should be
wood, composite or fiberglass. Round columns are to be no smaller than 10" in
diameter for first-story porches and 8” in diameter for second-story porches. Square
columns should be no smaller than 8", All porches should be designed as an integral
part of the house and should not appear as afterthoughts. All porches must be a

minimum of 8 deep.

Ceiling Height

Traditionally designed homes should be vertical in nature and offer gracious interior
spaces. In order to achieve this, ceiling heights for the first story should be at least
10" above the finished floor and 9" above the finished floor on the second story.

Fences

Fences and walls are an important part of the overall
character of the house and homesite, and therefore will
be reviewed by the DRB. Homeowners are encouraged
to use fences along the front yard, in keeping with the
Summerville feel. Any front fence or hedge plus the
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area of fence running back to the front setback line cannot be taller than 42" Low
open fences consisting of brick, wood or concrete stucco or tabby are preferred.
Taller piers or posts should be used at corners and at gates, while smaller mid posts
should be used interstitially. No chain link, vinyl, or plastic fences of any kind will be
permitted. One exception to this would be the use of a living fence. A living fence is
typically a wood-member fence with vinyl-coated wire mesh in-fill. The homeowner
will be required to plant vines on this fence, hence the name living fence. Fences
from the front setback line running along the sides of the home and in the rear of
the property may be a maximum of 60 in height. Finished faces of fences must face

out from the homesite.

Outbuildings and Garages

The design of outbuildings or garages should be complementary to the architecture
and style of the main house and should not detract from it. Outbuildings should
be located as far away from the primary structure as allowed by site conditions.
Garages may be either attached or detached from the main house and may have
either side- or rear-facing garage doors. Only detached garages will be permitted to
have front-facing garage doors, provided the house is not serviced by an alley. Two-

car garages must have a door for each parking space. Additionally, stamped metal

garage doors are not acceptable.
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